Witness Altered Story 
Due to FBI 'Pressure,' 



As Declaring Agency 


Was 'Hot on Him' 




By & Stuff Correspondent of The 


on 

Court here on a 

justice, charged 

from the witness stand today that 
one of his own witnesses had been 
induced to change his story as the 
result of “pressure” by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Lau ghlin t old the jury that 

Mtorney al fn the ^mass ^sedition *trisd 
in Washington, told him last week 
that the FBI was “hot on him,” 
and that he understood Mr. Laugh- 
lin’s telephone was tapped. 


When he appeared as a witness 
Monday, Mr. Buckley testified that 
Hilliard Sanders, now serving 20 
years for his part in the Hyattsville 
bank robbery in 1941, had told him 
a month after his arrest that “the 
Government would not be able to 
place him in Hyattsville.” He said 
the man also informed him he was 
“several miles away” on September 
25. the day two messengers of the 
Prince Georges County Bank & 
Trust Co. were robbed of $53,000. I 


Until the time he testified, Mr. 
Laughlin related, Mr. Buckley had 
told him and other persons repeat- 
edly that Sanders had definitely 
said he was a visitor at the Florida 
State prison farm at Raiford, Fla., 
the day of the robbery. 


Flatly Charges Pressure. 

Mr. Laughlin said that in Mr, 
Buckley’s defense, it should be said 
he was “probably under pressure.” 
“Do you mean Mr. Buckley 
changed his story because f pres- 
sure by the FBI?" Mr. Laughlin 
was asked by District Attorney Ber- 
nard J. Flynn. 

“Yes, that’s what I mean,” the 
witness replied. 

Mr. 4 Flynn asked the witness why, 
if he believed Sanders was inno- 
cent, he did not approach the dis- 
trict attorney’s office and other au- 
thorities and tell them of the alibi. 

“That would certainly not be in 
accord with the theory of criminal 
law as I have gotten it from hun- 
dreds of practitioners,” Mr. Laugh- 
lin said. 

Mr. Laughlin, under cross-exam- 
ination, admitted earlier he had 
gone to Bayonne, N. J., to attempt 
to gain entry to a safe deposit box 
rented by one of his clients, but said 
he had done so only to obtain papers 
considered vital to the defense. 

Mr. Laughlin denied that the 
client, William Leo Keefe, now 
serving 20 years for his part in 
the Hyattsville robbery, had ever 
told him that the safety deposit box 
contained money from the robbery. 
As a matter of fact, the witness re- 
lated, Keefe had told him that about 
$7,500 which was in the box had 
been seized by authorities. This 
money, Mr. Laughlin said, had come 
from gambling and other activities, 
he had been told by Keefe. 

Found Alibi “Untrustworthy.” 

The Washington attorney told the 
jury that Keefe had first told him 
he had been at the home of a Mr. 
Silva in Bayonne on the day of the 
robbery. Mr. Laughlin said he had 
investigated this alibi and found it 
“untrustworthy” He said he did 
not know until after the robbery 
trial started that Keefe had been| 
trying to persuade Sanders, also rep- 
resented by Mr. Laughlin, to let him 
share Sanders’ alibi. 

The Government concluded its 
:ross-examination of Mr. Laughlin 
this afternoon after three and a 
half hours. The attorney remained 
on the witness stand to make addi- 
tional statements on his own behalf. 

Tte case is expected to reach the 
jury tomorrow or Friday. 


